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JT  Thompson 
"Ueil  aren't  wg  having  a  good  time",  this  practiced  response 
by  Administrator  J.  Mickey  Gamble  and  his  minions  to  inquiries 
about  prison  conditions  and  reasonable  inquiries  such  as 
receiving  'good  time  credits'  to  establishing  actual  medical 
treatments  is  beyond  being  redundant  and  borders  on  ludicrous. 
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to  instill  and 


develop  responsibility  such 
diminishes  already  unstable  relations  between 
as  well  as  develops  an   immediate  adversary 


From  persons  wi 

flippant  remarks 

cons   and   cops, 

of  the  person  assuming  a  mature  response.   This  lack  of  respect 

and   consideration   is   contagious   and   infiltrating   almost   all 

avenues  of  doing  time. 

The  ability  to  'earn'  good  time  remains  secondary  to  having 
a  good  time,  specifically  if  having  a  good  time  includes  doin 
time  in  a  healthv  and  productive  manner  in  a  secured  enviorment. 


Suffering  medical,   dental  and 


mental 
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health  problems  inhi 
our  ability  to  'have  a  good  time',  of  course,  however,  these 
nroblems  no  longer  exist  within  the  Montana  State  Prison 
according  to  Director  Richard  Day  (plagerized  from  public 
statements).  Suffering  wisdom  tooth  removal  with  Ibuprofin 
400,  and  after  waiting  11  months  to  have  surgeries  done  to  remove 
steel  plates  and  numerous  other  problems  including  the  wait 
from  August  1993  thru  March  1994  for  a  requested  TB  Test  that 
confirms  I  have  exposed  my  family  and  other  individuals  within 
this  institution  to  possible  tuberculosis  contamination  I  a  . 
impressed  with  the  ability  to  have  a  'good  time'. 

The  major  cause  for  compliance  with  rules  and  good  conduct 
is  the  earning  of  good  time  credits  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
time  'owed'  on  a  sentence,  the  ensuing  legal  battles  in  Courts, 
both  Federal  and  State  Jurisdictions  and  approaching  the  Unite'. 
States  Supreme  Court  Level,  debilitate  the  amount  of  respect 
earned  and  shown  to  the  persons  in  authority  that  intentionally 
exasperate  attitudes  and  prolong  actions,  needlessly  an-.1. 
carelessly  with  complete  abandon  of  individual  needs  or  concerns. 
As  a  wise  man  once  said,  "Uhat  you  do  not  want  done  to  yourself 
do  not  do  to  others"  or  as  revised  500  years  later,  "Do  unto 
others  as  you  would  have  done  unto  yourself",  both  Confucius 
and  Christ  respectively  noticed  it  was  immediate  reward/action 
that  allowed  self-esteem,  of  course  it  would  be  irresponsible 
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(GOODTIME  ENIGMA  continued) 

not  to  note  one  further  renown  comment  from  the  life  of 
Confucius,  "What  the  superior  man  seeks  is  in  himself;  what 
the  small  man  seeks  is  in  others",  this  was  revised  by  some 
prisoner  years  ago  to  be  read,  "Petty  people  do  oetty  things". 

Back  to  the  original  heading,  "Good  Time  Enigma",  the  debate 
begins  with  what  'good  time1  consists  of,  there  currently  exists 
two  differing  trains  of  thought  regarding  'good  time',  one 
developed  by  the  allotted  amounts  of  time  credits  used  to  reduce 
the  length  of  time  a  person  is  incarcerated  while  the  other 
consists  of  the  'good  time'  we  have  while  we  are  here,  the 
ability  to  contract  tuberculosis,  through  divine  intervention, 
since  no  active  cases  exist  within  this  prison,  a  quote  from 
Don  Sullivan  -  which  by  the  way  I  personally  have  been  touched 
by  tiie  hand  of  God  and  have  converted  from  tuberculosis  negative 

to  tuberculosis  positive  during  my  brief  incarceration.  The 
additional  ramifications  of  the  good  times  we  have  reflect  the 
ability  to  know  what  to  do  while  we  are  here,  isn't  it  good 
to  know  that  the  staff  like  the  local  weather  can  change  their 
minds  and  our  programs  at  will  -  defiance  to  such  changes  renders 
us  'unmanageable'  and  we  will  be  'demoted'  through  classification 
to  a  lesser  status,  and  be  caused  to  do  spend  more  of  our  lives 
enjoying  the  'good  times'. 

Unfortunately,  I  do  not  know  of  a  popular  rule  for  consistency 
from  the  Bible,  except  for  a  verse  that  states,  "let  thy  yea 
be  yea  and  thy  nay  be  nay",  however,  the  Bible  has  changed 
dramatically  from  the  Old  to  New  Testament,  nor  from  Confucius, 
whom  has  remained  fairly  consistent  since  his  deatht  The 
consistent  'being'  here  is  allowed  through  constant  changes 
with  no  recognition  for  previous  attempts  to  change  according 
to  last  week  or  even  yesterday's  rules,  thus  it  is  worse  than 
the  blind  leading  the  blind  for  they  at  least  endeavor  towards 
a  goal,  this  action  invalidates  any  attempt  by  a  person  to  better 
himself  while  earning  his  release  on  parole  or  other  supervised 
mannerism. 

Now  that  the  'good  time  enigma'  is  defined  by  ray  perceptions 
I  shall  attempt  to  bring  a  ray  of  hope,  a  glimmer  of  resilience, 
may  be  even  a  forecast  of  better  things  to  come  -  through  the 
intervention  of  the  Department  of  Justice  (DOJ),  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  the  National  Prison  Project  (NPP), 
changes  may  be  on  the  horizon.  From  the  scuttlebutt  repeated 
through-out  this  institution  the  Medical,  Dental  and  Mental 
Health  are  being  thoroughly  investigated  and  questioned  through 
Federal  Magistrate  Lief  B.  Ericksen's  Court.  Multiple  other 
issues  are  also  being  presented  though  without  the  prestige 
of  'high  caliber'  attorneys  with  nation  wide  resources,  the 
hopeful  outcome  will  be;  (1)  Medical  policy  revisions  including 
daily  'sick  call',  an  adequate  and  caring  staff,  immediate 
disease  controls  relating  to  communicable  diseases,  (2)  quicker 
Dental  availability,  more  access  to  dentures  both  full  and 
partials,  (3)  Mental  Health  treatment  for  all  persons  needing 
such,  hopefully  this  will  be  expanded  to  include  programs  that 
reflect  personality  disorders. 

(continued  next  page) 
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(GOODTI^E  ENIGMA  continued) 

There  is  hope  that  with  the  MPP ' s  intervention  that  the 
actions  will  be  monitored  into  the  21st  Century  to  prevent 
backsliding  or  reversal  of  acceptable  actions  once  the  DOJ  and 
the  ACLU  have  left  the  premises.  The  legal  librarians  have 
been  guaranteed  by  the  project  lawyers  that  the  National  Prison 
Project  will  stay  active  for  ten  (10)  years  after  the  cases 
have  been  decided.  Of  Course,  no 
would  have  cause  not  to  believe  a 
they  did  say  they  would  be  involved. 

In  conclusion  the  answer  to  the 
on  the  horizon  but  it  is  to  cloudy  to  see  and 
upon  the  dawn  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  change. 

HAVE  A  GOOD  TIME  and  a  nice  day! 


one  with 
lawyer  - 


this  institution 
any  lawyer  -  but 


'good  time 


enigma '  may  be 
one  must  rely 


***********#»»«  if  «*«##**«#*#*»**««#46*«#»#«»###**###*#####«##*####*#***#### 


FIRE 


WOLF 

by  Leslie  Lunstad 


Upon  the  hill  he  looks  down  upon  the  land, 
Knowing  all  we're  like  grains  of  sand. 
The  fire  wolf  howls  out  his  lonely  tune, 
Head  flung  back,   serenading  the  moon. 

The  fire  wolf  stands  proud,   stands  tall, 
Ignores  when  he  hears  the  reaper  call. 
Prowls  through  the  night,   looking  for  prey, 
Kill  or  be  killed,   the  only  way. 

Attack  in  a  flash,  blood  crimson  red, 

The  prey  lies  still,   for  it  is  dead. 

The  fire  wolf  looks  onward  to  his  journey  home, 

For  now  the  fire  wolf  won't  forever  roam. 

Fire  wolf  be  silent,   fire  wolf  be  still, 
For  it  was  the  reapers  ultimate  will. 
That  your  life  be  short,  some  will  not  weep, 
For  the  fire  wolf  in  his  eternal  sleep. 

In  memory  of  Michael  Wolfe. 


FAIR  LOVER 

by  Joesph  D. 


Brooks 


You  take  my  hunger  in  your  hands 
Fair  lover  of  the  sunwashed  lands. 
Let's  become  one  in  a  warm  embrace, 
Two  children  lost  to  sensuous  grace. 

The  dark  fields  surround  this  fire 
The  bruised  sky  wonders  at  this  desire. 
Long  they  unravel  the  mysteries 
he,  a  fair  lover,   and  the  barren  trees. 

Passions  burn  in  hot  blooded  flames 

Her  hunger  releases  those  it  tames. 

He  touches  her  with  an  ageless  need, 

Knowing  love  is  often  pain  for  those  that  bleed. 

Words  spoken  are  like  the  stars  above, 

Yet  the  stars  are  beneath  two  hearts  in  love. 

By  one  flesh  we  love  forever  -  more 

I,  a  fair  lover,  by  a  darkened  shore. 


DENIAL  OF  FEELINGS 

BY  Debbie  Miller 

Often  times  it  is  easy  for  us  to  deny  our  true  feelings.  We  say  we  are 
ok,  but  on  the  inside  are  we  really?  Do  we  deny  our  feelings  so  that  we  don't 
have  to  feel  them,  and  people  won't  feel  sorry  for  us?  From  personal  experience 
I've  found  all  it  does  is  mess  a  person  up  more  inside  than  if  they  actually 
dealt  with  the  feelings. 

To  deal  with  the  feelings,  and  not  worry  about  what  people  have  to  say 
or  the  little  snide  remarks  is,  by  far,  a  better  quality  of  a  person  than  one 
that  is  phoney  and  says  they  have  it  all  under  control.  Shouldn't  we  all  take 
a  look  at  ourselves  and  see  what  type  of  a  person  we  really  are?  What  do  we 
want  for  ourselves?  What  do  we  want  others  to  see  in  us?  Is  this  the  type  of 
person  we  want  our  children  to  grow  up  to  be?  Let's  look  at  our  true  selves 
and  become  what  we  want  to  be,  not  what  we  have  been  told  we  are. 
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HALLOWEEN  1993  -  HIGH  SIDE 


LEFT:  Administrator  Mickey  Gamble  and  crew  for 
the  kid's  Halloween  Party.  Right,  Red  Devil  Jason 
Barkee  and  Black  Cat  Randall  Mathias,  enterain  three 
of  the  children. 
*****************************************>(.***  *******  ************* 


CHRISTMAS  1993  -  HIGH  SIDE 


CHRISTMAS  1993  -  HIGH  SIDE 


'AGE  5 


ABOVE:  Santa  Claus  takes  a  break  during  his  visit 
to  the  children  (and  parents)  at  the  high  side  visiting 
room. 


A  highlight  of  the  day  caine  when  the  inmates  and 
their  visitors  could  eat  Christmas  dinner  together. 
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Rick  Day  and  Mickey  Gamble  lead 
graduation  discussion  period. 


David  Bower  receives  his 
certificate  from  Rick  Day. 


RICK    DAY 


DIRECTOR 

DEPARTMENT    OF    INSTITUTIONS 

AND    HUMAN    SERVICES 


SEVEN       HABITS        GRADUATION 

Eight  graduates  of  the  initial 
Seven  Habits  group  received  certificates 
from  Corrections  Division  Administrator 
Mickey  Gamble  this  winter.  Rick  Day, 
Director,  Department  of  Institutions 
and  Human  Services,  was  guest  speaker 
of  the  occasion. 

The  book  "Seven  Habits  of  Highly 
Effective  People"  by  Steven  Covey, 
was  used  as  a  text  during  the  group. 
Mickey  Gamble  purchased  the  books  and 
tapes  from  his  personal  funds. 

The  14-week  course  was  started 
originally  by  inmate  Carl  Kern  and 
facilitator  Judy  Ostermiller,  R.N. 
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HOLIDAYS  AT  MSP 


The  different  departments  at  MSP  such  as  Industries 
and  MVM  hold  their  annual  picnics  at  holiday  time. 


The  Inmate  Council 
dish  out  ice  cream 
and  pop  at  the 
recreation  area  on 
warm-weather  holidays . 
This  is  only  one  of 
their  many  year  -  around 
projects. 
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MISSING  YOU 

by  Beth  Bristow 

Being  apart  from  you  isn't  easy.... 

I  find  myself  missing  you  so  often, 

So  many  ways .... 

But  even  though  we  can't 

be  together  right  now,  gentle  thoughts  of  you 

fill  my  days 

and  dreams  of  you  fill  my  nights. 

No  matter  what  I'm  doing, 

I  know  it  would  be  so  much  nicer 

if  I  could  be  sharing  it  with  you. . . 

I  keep  imagining  things  you'd  say 
if  you  were  with  me  now, 
or  the  way  you  would  laugh 
if  something  funny  happened, 
and  the  next  thing  I  know 
I'm  daydreaming  about  all 
the  things  we'll  do 
Once  we're  together. 


LADY  BLUE 

by  Janet  VanKirk 

Ich  SLiebe  dich, 
Mi  amore  tu, 

open  your  beautiful  green  eyes 
I  love  you  Blue. 

Sometimes  in  the  heat  of  rage, 
I  kill  the  actors 
and  burn  the  stage. 

Jealousy,  our  worst  enemy  yet, 
it  destroys  our  love 
and  leaves  our  hearts  in  debt. 

My  love  for  you  Blue 
is  1,000  fathoms  deep, 
a  beautiful  sea  of  love 
and  all  ours  to  keep. 

Don ' t  push  me  away 
not  now  or  ever, 
we  can  make  it  - 
never  say  never, 
my  beautiful  evah. 


TO  YOU  MY  FRIEND 

by  Debbie  Miller 

All  I  had  was  loneliness 

That  lived  inside  of  me 

Alone  with  all  my  thoughts  and  dreams 

That  only  I  could  see 

At  times  I'd  want  to  shout  it  out 
Just  how  I  think  and  feel 
But  who  would  listen  who  could  care 
About  my  dreams  unreal? 

Each  day  I'd  rise  to  face  the  world 
And  try  to  play  the  role 
But  behind  the  stage  again  I'd  fail 
For  a  parts  no  good  without  the  whole 

"My"  God  was  there  to  comfort  me 
He  knew  the  pain  I'd  feel 
But  still  I'm  here  and  of  this  earth 
Because  of  that  the  hurt  was  real 

I  know  I'm  not  the  only  one 
Who's  hurt  in  secrecy 
Or  cried  a  silent  tear  inside 
That  only  I  could  see 

But  now  your  friendship  I  have  found 
I  know  it's  meant  to  be 
And  words  alone  could  never  say 
How  much  you  mean  to  me 

Regardless  of  our  circumstance 
Be  it  near  or  far 
Our  closeness  will  forever  last 
No  matter  where  we  are 

Your  friendship  brings  me  comfort 
Your  smile  a  brighter  day 
My  troubled  times  turn  happy 
When  you  walk  my  way 

So  in  these  times  of  painful  days 
Please  think  of  me  my  friend 
For  I  will  always  be  there 
For  us  there  will  be  no  end. 
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GOODBYE  GANGSTER-GIRL 

by  Joe  Joe  Milinovich 

Reflections  of  memories 
Swirl  thru  my  mind, 
of  the  exquisite  woman 
I  left  behind  you. 

She  was  witty  and  smart 
Man,  the  girl  had  heart! 
Full  of  charm  and  class 
And  a  sweet  round  ass. 

Big  green  eyes 
Soft  luscious  lips 
high  firm  breasts 
And  slim  curving  dips. 

Long  pretty  hair 
with  a  captivating  smile 
Yes,  this  sexy  thang' 
Was  a  real  baby  doll. 

Blew  into  my  life 

like  a  fresh  Autumn  breeze 

captured  my  hearts 

with  the  simplest  of  ease. 

About  our  love 

She  said,  "It  must  be  fate" 

I  knew  at  last 

I  had  found  my  mate. 


She  was  the  one 

I  had  long  been  waitin'  for 

Gorgeous  and  loyal 

Yet  so  much  more. 

Time  drifted  by 

night  turned  to  day 

As  the  fog  of  sleep  lifted 

she  was  fading  away. 

No  time  for  a  kissy 
or  any  good-byes 
just  a  wave  and  a  smile 
As  I  opened  my  eyes. 

I  woke  with  a  start 
sat  straight  up  in  bed 
Could  this  be  real  I  said 
Was  I  losing  my  head? 

As  I  looked  around 
I  was  back,  alone  in  my  celly 
This  world  of  steel  and  cement 
A  man  -  made  version  of  hell. 

Reality  hit 

Like  a  slap  in  the  face. 

My  fantasy  vision  of  beauty 

had  vanished, 

without  a  trace. 

Awake  at  last 
things  ain't  how  they. seem 
'Cause  my  gangster  girl  angel 
Was  just  a  lonely  mans  dream! 


FOR    HIPPIE 

BY   Louis   Stevenson 

n    the   depths   of   my   soul 
The    fire   still   burns 
The    love   we   have   shared 
The   passion   still    yearns. 

Even   though   we   are  over 
so   you   say   - 
I'll    nevah    forget   you 
Come   what  may. 

I   know   you    love   me 
I'm   your   Lady   Blue. 
I'm   crying,    even   now, 
just   thinking  of   you. 

I'll   wait   for   you 
We   made   a   promise   -    to  nevah   walk   away   - 
I've   kept   mine   -    I   didn't    - 
Why  wouldn't   you   stay?! 

I   hope    that   when  we   are    free 
You'll    look   for  me   £   we'll    see   what's    true. 
Because   now   and    forevah 
I've   always    loved   you. 

Until    that   day   my   love 
I'll    be   seeing   you   in   my  dreams 
For   me,    you   are   real    4    I    love   you 
I   pray   it   works   out   as    I'll   always    love   you! 
I   miss    you.    Love   evah. 


MY    PRECIOUS    SON 

BY   Louise   Stevenson 

You   are   a   special   gift 
sent   to  me   from  above 
Filling  me  with   happiness 
and   a   great   deal   of   love. 

My   love   for   you   is   like   metal 
it's   very   strong   &   it   never   bends 
It   flows    like   a   mighty   river 
on  and  on  and   it   never  ends. 

Someday   we'll   be   together   again 
and  we'll   be   very  happy,    me   and  you, 
one   thing   you   can  be   sure  of 
you   are   precious   to  me   -   I   love   you! 
Love   always   -   Mom. 
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In  the  mountains,  he  loved  to 

roam. 

The  prison  was  his  only  home. 

He  knocked  down  a  screen. 

But  he  wasn't  mean. 

He  just  wanted  root  beer  and 

foam. 


Vhen  kids  tried  to  feed  him 

some  treats 

He  might  have  said,  "Vhoopee, 

more  sweets!" 

He  ate  like  a  pig 

And  drank  a  big  swig 

Vhile  lake  water  sloshed  on 

his  feet(s). 

Nov  everyone  knows  that  he's 

gone. 

He  left  us  one  morning  at 

dawn. 

Vhen  he  met  his  fate 

He  was  only  eight. 

Ve*ll  miss  his  cute  face  on  the 

lawn. 


Year  1993  saw  the  demise  of  Bullwinkle,  the  pet 
moose  of  MSP,  a  victim  of  a  tragic  shooting 
accident. 

This  act  spurred  much  comment  locally  and 
statewide.  One  result  was  the  letter  below,  poem 
at  left,  and  art  work  from  a  Helena  elementary 
school.  Dan  Collins,  legal  clerk,  had  the  idea 
for  an  art  contest  with  art  instructor  Deanne 
Moser  acting  as  judge. 

The  results:  MOST  ORIGINAL  -  Samantha 
Percosolido;  MOST  HUMOROUS  -  Molly  Ortman; 
CLEVEREST  -  Matt  Gane;  NEATEST  -  Kelly  Cook; 
and  BEST  DRAWING  -  Morgan  Miller. 

Each  of  these  five  artists  received  a  $15.00 
savings  bond. 

The  picture  are  on  the  following  page. 

(  Roger  Malloy,  staff) 


Jefferson    Elementary 
1023   Broadway 
Helena,  Montana  59601 
October  14,   1993 


Dear  Mr.  McNally, 

My  fifth  grade  students  are  in  the  midst  of  a  limerick  writing  unit.     We 
saw  the  article  about  your  moose  in  the  "Montana  Standard".    So,  we  used 
Bullwinkle  as  a  subject  for  a  group  effort  which  we  have  enclosed.     Each 
student  has  illustrated  the  scene  about  Bullwinkle's  life  which  they  felt 
was  most  appealing. 

We  have  also  enclosed  a  couple  of  xeroxed  copies  of  photos  which  my 
husband  took  when  Bullwinkle  was  a  calf.    A  friend  of  ours  works  at  the 
Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks  Animal  Shelter  and  by  chance  we  were  out  there 
when  Bullwinkle  was  in  residence. 

We  hope  that  you  enjoy  our  efforts.    We  were  sorry  to  read  about 
Bullwinkle's  passing.    You  all  were  lucky  to  have  known  him. 

Sincerely, 


Sandy    Heffelfinger 

and  48  fifth  grade  Communication  Arts  students 
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MORGAN  MILLER 
BEST  DRAWING 


i-VjiV 


MOLLY  ORTMAN 
MOST  HUMOROUS 


SAMANTHA  PESCOSOLIDO 
MOST  ORIGINAL 


jj%2f£.       "He  better  give 
me  that 

sandwich" 


JS*. 


MATT  GANE 
CLEVEREST 


11 


KELLY  COOK 
NEATEST 
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by  Kevin  Murphy 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thoughts  on  the  recent  Department  of  Corrections 
broadcast  regarding  explanation  of  new  programs  and  the  future  agenda  of 
correctional  policies. 

Director  Rick  Day,  made  a  candid  summation  of  ineffective  policies 
concerning  old  style  incarceration  methods  which  failed  badly.  His  articulate 
use  of  statistical  data  buttressed  his  reasons  for  taking  a  new  direction  which 
emphasizes  community  based  programs!  This  was  a  corrections  concept  if  not 
politically  correct  was  certainly  politically  honest! 

The  positive  direction  of  alleviating  the  trend  of  enlarging  the  State 
Prison  is  something  I've  advocated  for  over  a  dozen  years.  The  materialization 
of  the  concept  has  grown  out  of  hypothetical  evolvement.  And  although  the 
accomplishment  of  a  visualized  goal  of  getting  the  prison  population  to  a 
approximate  number  of  850  inmates  is  very  possible,  it  will  not  be  implemented. 
The  rest  of  this  article  is  devoted  to  the  reasons  why  I  believe  the  prison 
population  will  not  be  reduced  under  1 000  inmates  let  alone  a  targeted  number 
of  850. 

The  first  reason  it  will  not  become  a  reality  is  strictly  related  to 
politics.  To:  advocate  the  changes  in  policy  proposed  by  Rick  Day  and  James 
Gamble,  goes  contrary  to  the  status  quo  germinating  at  the  national  level  and 
many  other  states.  Honest  politicians  serve  the  truth  as  well  as  the  voters. 
Shrewd  politicians  know  political  survivalists  never  walk  against  the  winds 
of  public  opinion  on  issues  such  as  crime.  Clinton  is  wise  for  seizing  the 
issue  away  from  the  Republicans  who  used  its  manipulative  force  in  the  1 988 
Presidential  election.  It  takes  political  courage  to  risk  disapproval  of  social 
convictions  generated  by  demagogue  topics.  All  the  political  risk  involved 
will  not  enable  debate  about  fiscal  consequence  to  overcome  the  conditioned 
desire  of  a  majority  of  constituents  to  allow  the  850  reduction  to  occur.  The 
call  for  retribution  is  still  too  loud  by  the  selfish  who  worry  too  much  about 
political  safety  to  side  with  common  sense! 

The  second  and  major  reason  why  the  850  population  is  not  likely,  is 
because  of  rigid  philosophy  that  had  become  embedded  in  the  Probation  and  Parole 
Departments  '  and  the  subjective  perspective  of  the  Board  of  Pardons.  These 
departments  have  the  power  to  adjust  the  population  to  850  and  keep  it  there. 
I  want  to  note  the  fact  that  these  agencies  have  the  authority  to  cease 
violating  so  many  parolees  on  technical  violations  that  add  up  to  50%  of  our 
prison  population.  An  important  statistic  printed  in  our  weekly  Flyer  on  parole 
data  is  omitted.  It  is  a  fact  that  parole  violators  do  more  time  on  their 
technical  violations  then  anywhere  in  the  United  States.  I've  seen  inmates 
do  up  to  10  years  and  more  on  a  PV.  Most  of  the  conduct  is  not  even  against 
the  law.  It  is  just  a  rule  violation  like  drinking,  dirty  UA,  leaving  your 
district,  not  reporting,  etc.  These  are  trivial  instances  of  conduct  that  do 
not  call  for  inmates  to  do  more  time  then  they  have  done  to  be  eligible  for 
parole  on  their  initial  parole  appearance.  Mike  Ferriter  should  devise  a  point 
system  on  PV's  to  be  used  by  his  field  officers.  That  would  do  away  with  the 
arbitrary  practice  of  parolees  being  violated  and  some  not  for  the  same  reasons. 
The  Riley's,  Sanderson's,  Gerzak's,  and  McCarty's  are  regional  supervisors 
who  must  be  instructed  that  control  addiction  gets  lost  in  a  maze  of  bureaucracy 
and  is  readily  sanctified  in  the  name  of  duty.  The  noble  intent  to  protect 
society  is  costing  22,000  dollars  a  year.  So  it  is  only  rational  that  technical 


(continued  next  page) 
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(MURPHY'S  LAW  continued) 

violations  be  dealt  with  less  stringently.  Another  area  in  need  of  assessment 
is  that  the  Pre-release  Screening  Boards  should  be  bound  by  the  prisons 
screening  process.  The  Pre-release  committee's  search  for  perfect  profiles, 
ignores  the  prisons  recommendations  which  are  based  upon  personal  knowledge 
of  the  inmate.  The  Unit  Management  System  also  dictates  this.  The  different 
centers,  I  realize,  are  independent  contractors,  but  this  does  not  prevent 
the  state  from  making  an  arrangement  to  justify  more,  ■  specifically  why  they 
may  deny  a  certain  inmate  placement. 

The  foregoing  are  issues  that  need  to  be  looked  at  if  the  prison  population 
is  going  to  be  reduced  at  all. 


a*********************************** 

GED  GRADUATES 

A  number  of  inmates  passed  the 
General  Educational  Development  ex- 
ams during  the  winter  months .  Jack 
Powers,  Education  Department  Direct- 
or, announced  that  the  following  men 
received  High  School  Equivalency  Di- 
plomas : 

Frank  Allen,  Tracy  Becker,  Edd- 
ie Beckman,  David  Bower,  Michael  Br- 
own, Richard  Decker,  Jeremiah  John- 
son, Jody  Lilly,  John  Lorenz,  Carl- 
os Malonadom,  Tracy  Marx,  Mark  Nak- 
ata,  William  Rolfe,  Cliff  Stout, 
Andres  Waibel ,  Daniel  Walker,  Rich- 
ard Buchanan,  Edward  Estrada,  David 
Finley,  Chris  Gates,  Michael  Geary, 
Kenneth  Mason,  Mike  Meyers,  James 
Segna,  Douglas  Pereira,  Dave  Asay, 
Henry  Billsborough,  Edward  Collins, 
Steve  Englert,  Robert  Gaines,  Jus- 
tin Gates,  Jefferson  Hawkins,  Ran- 
dy Hill,  Sylvester  Hill,  Dwayne 
Kellames,  Michael  Lane,  Charles  Ma- 
rtinez, Shawn  Smaage,  Jaysun  Tay- 
lor. 

Congratulation  to  these  stud- 
ents and  graduates . 
a************************************ 


HOBBY 


Jake  Stone  displays 
one  of  his  log  houses 
that  opens  up  in  an 
unique  fashion. 
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Two  solutions  by  Wild 
Bill  for  reducing  the 
population  at  M.S. P. 
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NEW  CHANGES  /  OLD  WAYS 

JT  THOMPSON 

HURRY  UP  -  AND  WAIT!!!  Sounds  real  familiar  to  vets,  both 
of  the  Armed  Services  and  other  institutions,  now  during  the 
'transitional  period'  within  the  Department  of  Corrections  and 
the  Montana  State  Prison  the  older  and  more  time  tried  slogans 
of  'WAIT  AND  SEE'  and  'MAYBE'  develop  greater  wisdom.  I'll 
develop  my  own  opinions  and  maybe  they  will  coincide  with  yours- 

PAROLES:  Some  months  ago  the  Legislature  passed  HB  684  which 
we  all  believed  to  be  the  'right  thing'  to  enforce  a  cap  on 
the  prison,  remember?  J. 'Mickey'  Gamble  was  going  to  make  this 
happen,  right?  If  the  parole  board  didn't  like  it  they'd  be 
replaced,  sure  enough. 

1  )  The  population  goes  beneath  1150  and  the  current 
administration  announces  we  'are  approaching  the  ceiling',  it 
is  impressive  that  the  administration  has  made  more  press 
releases  than  inmate  releases. 

2)  The  numbers  of  persons  getting  'blocks  of  good  time' 
are  being  held  to  persons  that  enable  the  administration  to 
look  good  in  the  press  releases  -  the  only  sure  thing  about 
the  blocks  of  good  time  is  that  they  do  exist,  if  Records 
doesn't  subvert  the  intentional  180  days  to  90  days  by  doing 
the  fancy  'pencil  pushing' they  are  renown  for. 

3)  The  parole  board  IS  allowing  persons  to  go  to  board 
early  -  then  putting  their  release  off  for  an  additional  4  months 
through  one  device  or  another.  Interstate  agreements,  program 
participation  (which  caused  this  massive  number),  you  name  it 
and  they'll  use  it. 

CONCLUSION:  Same  game  /  new  name!  !  !  The  institution  is 
merely  paying  'lip-service'  to  the  laws  and  legislative  intents. 
It  is  now  and  will  continue  to  be  'BUSINESS  AS  USUAL'. 

There  are  many  conditions  that  are  being  'understated'  within 
the  institution  but  mostly  within  the  medical/dental  practice, 
or  generally  the  infirmary.  To  individually  assert  the  wrongs 
of  the  staff  is  redundant,  time-consuming  and  would  probably 
be  'censured'  out  of  this  article  so  again  I'll  merely  develop 
my  own  opinions  and  maybe  we'll  gain  feedback. 

1)  T.B.,  we  have  all  either  gotten  or  have  neighbors  that 
have  gotten  replies  from  the  infirmary  stating  'there  is  no 
active  tuberculosis  within  the  institution1,  right?  From  my 
little  spot  on  the  yard  and  in  my  respective  (not  respectable) 
place  of  employment  I  have  a  growing  list  of  persons  that  have 
contracted  T.B.  since  incarceration,  amazing,  and  the  infirmary 
seems  unaware!!  Recent  medical  digests  list  T.B.  as  one  of 
the  few  ailments  on  the  increase  after  decades  of  decline, 
listing  jails  and  prisons  as  one  of  the  MAJOR  areas  of 
contamination  and  causes. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  infirmary  that  casual  contact  does 
not  cause  or  allow  contamination,  however,  for  the  initiated 
Tuberculosis  is  spread  EXACTLY  the  same  way  as  the  flu  and  cold. 

I  do  not  want  to  alarm  you  but  I  do  wish  to  cause  you  to 
think  -  HARD,  take  care  of  yourself  because  no  one  else  will. 


■       1         » 
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CHRISTMAS  1993  -  LOW  SIDE 


UPPER  LEFT:  J.T.  Thompson  and  teacher 
Deanne  Moser  with  some  "toys  for  tots; 
money  and  toys  were  donated  by  high 
and  low  side  inmates;  Deanne  used  the 
money  to  purchase  toys  from  retail 
stores.  UPPER  RIGHT:  Bureau  Warden 
Mike  Mahoney,  left,  and  Food  Service 
Director  Bob  Williams,  pass  out  sacks 
of  X-mas  goodies  at  mealtime;  CENTER; 
Kitchen  crew  dishes  up  dinner  and 
inmates  serve  themselves  at  the  salad 
bar. 
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CHRISTMAS  1993  -  LOWSIDE 


SANTA  CLAUS  WAS  BUSY  IN  THE 
LOW-SIDE  VISITING  ROOM. 
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UPHOLSTERY     DEPARTMENT 


GOVERNOR'S  CHAIR  AT  FAR  LEFT 
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by  Don  Sullivan 
Infirmary  Supervisor 

First  of  all,  the  medical  staff  appreciates  your  concern 
regarding  the  diseases  addressed  in  your  kites.   Their  contents 
indicates  that  you  may  be  operating  from  a  position  of  FALSE 
i  nf orma t ion. 

1).  There  are  HIV  positive  inmates  in  this  population.  They  are 
all  under  careful  medical  supervision  and  management.  Confidentiality 
laws  preclude  my  identification  of  their  numbers  in  the  population. 

Are  inmates  and  staff  at  risk  of  acquiring  the  HIV  virus  by 
sharing  common  living,  eating  and  recreational  areas?   The  latest  CDC 
data  states  that  the  probability  is  so  low  as  to  be  insignificant. 
Only  those  people  who  indulge  in  High-risk  behavior  (i.e.  homosexual 
or  heterosexual  behavior  with  an    HIV  positive  person,  I.V.  drug  user, 
sharing  needles  or  receiving  blood  products  from  an  HIV  positive 
donor)  are  at  extreme  risk  of  becoming  HIV  positive. 

M.S. P.  Infirmary  has  in  place  an  AIDS  counseling  program  with 
cer t  i  f  i  ed  counselors  conducting  on  going  education  for  inmates  and 
staff.   Anyone ,  desiring  to  participate  in  this  program  will  be 
scheduled  for  the  next  presentation. 

2).   TUBERCULOSIS:   There  are    currently  NO  inmates  in  M.S. P.  with 
"Active"  TB .   Every  inmate  who  enters  M.S. P.  undergoes  screening  for 
TB .   All  Those  who  by  skin  test  (PPD)  show  evidence  of  past  exposure 
to  the  disease  then  is  further  evaluated  according  to  CDC  and  N.I.H. 
guidelines.   We  have  an  active  program  in  place  for  both  screening  and 
education.   Further  information  is  being  distributed  which  should 
alleviate  any  concerns  you  have. 


3).   HEPATITIS:   Again,  we  have  all  inmates  who  enter  M.S. P. 
screened  with  basic  laboratory  studies  and  NO  persons  with  evidence 
active  disease  are    allowed  into  population. 


of 


<t>.   DISINFECTANTS:   Every  unit  in  M.S. P.  is  supplied  with 
cleaning  agents  with  bacteriocidal  fungicidal  and  viricidal 
capabilities.   If  proper  use  of  these  agents  is  carried  out  by  your 
infirmary  swampers,  the  risk  of  any  type  of  infection  from  common  use 
areas  is  extremely  small  to  non-existent. 

Given  the  nature  of  your  kites,  I  am  afraid  someone  may  be 
conducting  a  campaign  of  mis-information.   The  infirmary  staff  an- 
d  I  hope  this  will  help  to  relieve  your  fears  and  concern. 
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